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boots, and brightly coloured ponchos. The poncho is practically a blafiket, and is very commonly worn in the form of a robe-like garment.
The work of collecting and bringing in the herds of half -wild cattle is a work that requires a life-long training and the highest skill in the management of the lasso, the tolas, and the horse.
The lasso is a very strong, thin, well-plaited rope, made of raw hide. One end is fastened to the saddle, the other terminates in a noose. The gaucho whirls it round and round his head, and can cause it to fall on any particular spot he chooses.
The bolas consists of three round stones covered with leather and joined, by thin plaited thongs about eight feet long, to a common centre. The gaucho holds the smallest of the three balls in his hand, whirls the other two round his head, takes aim and hits the mark. As soon &s the balls strike an object they wind round it, cross each other, and become firmly
The education of the gaucho begins at a very early age. When quite a little boy he may be seen pursuing the chickens, a lasso revolving round his head. As he gets older he tries his hand on the dogs. " He then/9 says Christiso^ ." ascends to colts and calves, and at last the glorious day arrives when,